- e, e e

e ety -

THE SUN, SUNDAY FEBRUARY 15, 1914.

_6

RAINING YOUNGSTERS TO HELP IN SAFETY CRUSADE

BUT HOW ABOUT THE AUTO ?
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Brooklyn Rapid Transit
Company Financing
Lectures to School
Children on How to
Prevent Accidents in
Streets and Elsewhere

1 OW  look-er  here,  Jimmie
N Noonan, 'f ye don't quit foolin’

an' mind what yer about
to

to

I'll make it ma business
that ye never will git a chance
elected on the safety patrol”

The effect of these words was
vellous, but the
not make out what it
Here were h&althy, evervday school
childrem drawn up as If on parade and
of thelr
fellows not much older than themselves

see
he
mars
casual passerby conld

was all about

obeving the commands of one

Why ddn’t they scatter hastlly to take
their books home, the gooner to get at
their play? The policeman at Jthe

corner must have read the puzzled look

on the face of the observer, for he
volunteered to enlighten her.
You bet, lady, T'm glad these kids
are learnin’ to take care of ‘emselves,
for it was an awful job T had a-lookin'
after ‘'em when school was out.  Many L — N—
a time ma heart was in ma mouth
when they'd run helter-skelter across 1 g id 1
. actual work with the children octur-
the street an' almost glt knocked down | ° “‘ ']' L% oot mae
i i ers go from school to school accom o rraprrespesann PP
&n run over panied by a safety wagon equipped
IEven now the onlooker could not | with model trolley ecars. gas. stoves -
grasp the sltuation, as she had never|caution signals, and a large variety of . \
seen children starting homeward from ""f“'":';l “l""‘i"‘“; depleting ".“' r\; '”“l g \‘
sivable Kkind of street acciden an
gchool in such orderly fashion before. | ' e BT mant ekt §
> L % - other casualties that might arise " -
How did it all come about? cause of ignorance or the careless hand e L
Early last year the American Museum | jing of matches, fire, gas. electricity
of Safety began agitating a children’s | live wires, &c Moving pictures alsoe
gafety crusade, the direct outcome of | Play a very important part in illustrat-
1 1 1 ing the talks,
the loni lis accldents ually
the long st n[.,hl d'ont .ln:'\un} in Let us say that the subject chosen
the streets of New York. There Was | e o5 ipe thirty minute period atlowed |
the mute evidence of thg statlstics of | oach class is the use and the abuse of
1612 which recorded 195 persons Killed | the gas stove, After the lecturer hus
by trolley cars, 81 Killed by automoebiles | shown the puptls just how the minia-
S i ¢ o1 ture gas stove should be handled, ard
229 led by wagor [ all descrip= ire gat
and 220 killed by wagons of all descrij has pointed out by pictures the penal-
tions, aside from the st greater nume- ties of disregard to ordinary precau-
ber of more or less serlousiy injured | yione, the following conversation en-
But fire is no less a menace, as the | sues:
folluwing table shuws. T.ecturs Mow can we tell gas |g ee.
2 cap:hg”?
Coause No fires et ’ T
Careless handling of matches RIH Frupil—AWWe .':.l‘r.l it ‘ -
( less handling of candles Ry Lecturer—\What is the danger f{rom
Careless disposal of cigars and cigarettes Wl breathing escaping gas
Careless handling of kerosen 151 Pupll—You will die
Overheated stoves and stovepipes 419 3
Curtains gnited by gas lights . Lecturer—Well, none of us want to
Tnknown 206 | die that way, =0 we must remember al-
= .| ways to turn off the hurner cock tightls
TU‘Jl i HESE N LD Ir'l:' Wae }|l;l' \I"l'l ’1\[‘ Kas ‘\.‘I.l‘ l'l'-
Then it was suggested that perhaps|comes of the gas when It cscapes?
the best way to get at the very root of Pupil “'l lose it
. b L. wer—Indeed vou do, and every hit
the evil was to begin with the child int vou lome or waste you have to pay
and how better to reach the child than | money for What should we remember
through the schools and public institu- | to do before lighting the oven of a gas
tions? The experiment was well worth | stove? ) ,
making and the Board of Education was Pupil==Open the door
approached,  The board readily con- In this way every subject to be dis-
sented to set aside a certain period of | opeced is graphically presented; and th
the school day to be devoted to the | cpildren have responded in a manner
teaching of safety provided the necess g is illustrated by the following ex-
sary funds could be raised. That seemed | ypqers from some of their compositions

stumbling block.

Then the Brooklyn Rapid Transit
Company came forward and agrecd to
finance such a project in the Brooklyn
schools for six months. A bureau of
public safety was promptly organized
within the Brooklyn LRapid Transit sys-
tem and Mrs, P'hillips MeCall
was appointed supervisor The next
step was the formation of the Lrooklyn
committee of public safety, whose
deavor it will be to cooperate and
“interest  eivie organizations, the
churches and public jnstitutlons |

to be the

Jessica

¢l-
1o
Lisy

sSCouls

in the appointment of safvty commit-
tees and the study of local questions
bearing on the matter of public safery,”
The whole scheme in fact, has et
with such approval and the ploneer
work under the practical management
of Mrs, McCall has proved so suecess.
ful that the office 18 to continue

the question of public security he

forth to be a permanent foature in
schools of that borough

I'erhaps you do not understand why a
corporation like the Brooklyvn Rapid
Transit Company should  Lhoave  bheen
willing to spend $17,000 to teach e¢hil-
dren how 'o guard against the dangers
that maodern life has brought with it
Aceording to statistics gnthered it was
found that “once in approximately 1,00
car tripg a car and a pedestrian comg

into eontact or an accident occurs in
the ‘hoarding and adlighting' entegory”
As the surface lines of that syvstem

alone operate over 30,000 car trips a day
between terminals, can't whit
this means in the way of annual cost to |
that railroad company for Iindemnifica-
tion?  Asx T. 8 Willlams, president of |
the Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company,
has summed the matter up:

“The company that |
urally hax perhaps tha
any organization in
preventing  aceldent s
ever, that
hy

Vil see

represent nat
stinke ol
Lhvs conmunity i

We feel, hows-
a8 aAn organization, working
the installation of proper ap-
pliances,  machinery, equipment. and
Eooon, owe are doing our measare !
toward the publie and toward ours

vet a large part of the suffering
and that comes from acceldents @
beyond our cantrol

I think I am safe In sayving that a

maost at

alane,

duty
Bl v e

loms

viry lurge portion of it comes as the
result of carelessness  of  Individuals
Toothe extent that we can make the
prowing  generntion mwre  alert, sl |
the generation that Is now mature mors
wlert, to that extent will we diminish |
! number of avoldalile aceidents’
Hut now far a belef skoteh as to th

ifter a safety lecture
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bring
distribted

the pupils which they are
into their homes,
story of the Trian-
fire one
follows

among
couraged to take
After hearing the
ule shirtwaist factory
pressed  herself  as

€lle

“Many

rette and throw the lit match in the
waste hasket They go on with their
work and suddenly turn around and ses

a great blaze, All this iz due

of thought,”

to lack

As the
ther

movemaont has
interest h

ogressed fur
Kened in the

a8 been aw

pupils by asking them to report to the
chief of the safety patrol any dangerous
conditions they may come across in
strect or building,  Bulletin boards have

been supplicd vach scl
the information s
and carefully read hy
werks a record s made and submitted
to the supervisor of the Committes on
Fublie Safety, who takes up the
ol ts with the proper authorities,

M. ttan is mite than her
neighbor, for while a similar committes

ol and on thess
obtain®d s pasted
all. After two

viarious

lesds fort

1 holds a high degree
| Imuropean university his |
itself not in the slightest w
choose to call “the things

“No, many th lvs
are not true” I l
when at last
by his capital
in the i(nner

girl ex-|

thoughtless men light a cigar or ciga- |

Another hoy  remarked: ‘A few!
things that can help you be safe s vour
ear. he can hear things coming; your
eve ig another helper. he can see things
coming, and vour nose can smell If
you keep all of these helpers on the joh
yvou are pretty sure of being safe,  Anmd
above all things never take a chance.” |

Another phase of the work is the|
safety  patrol This is made up of|
twelve or fifteen of the older bhovel
chosen by the principal of each school
because of their special fitness tine
ig then elected chicf and all have badges,
Just before school Is out these station
themselves at given posts around the
building. and it is their duty to guids
the younger children safely over the
dangerous crossings and to prevent the
confusion in the streets, which all have
witnessed after dismissal and which is=
so disturting to vehicular traftic
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seen any morning on Fifth Avenue driving a span of black thorcughbreds.
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Board of Educat 1,

lllustrated

has just heen orgn
of the good example set f
yet been forthcoming o
=chool work that Brool

under way, In fact in
has this subject of safiot
limh heen so well jntr
*chools, although In parts
Wiashingwon, Oregon, 1
vania, Massachusetig o
work along this line has
for some time,

Inasmuch as the 1.t

that there are 29 4% 14y
United States under e
it is to be hoped that the

| thus been set rolling may

“that the children of the
taught and trained 1t}
mous tolls of death and

-

now exist will eeaxe. not
cause human nature will |
| the future as in the pas:

reduced.”
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